FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY

(ANTH. 640.04, SP05)

Instructor:  Sam D. Stout




Office Hours: Tues. andE-mail: stout.126@osu.edu




Thurs., 4:30-6:30 (or by

Office: 217A Lord Hall
appointment)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Forensic Anthropology is an applied area of physical anthropology. It employs methods developed in osteology, skeletal biology, bioarchaeology, and paleopathology to the recovery and identification of human remains in a medico-legal context.  Forensic anthropologists are usually called upon when human or suspected human remains are skeletonized or are too fragmented or decomposed to identify through a normal autopsy.

This course assumes students already have a basic background in human osteology and/or bioarchaeology, and will focus on the application of methods currently used to assist in the identification of human remains.  The pedagogical approach employed in this course will be “problem based.”  Therefore, the majority of class time will be allotted to open laboratory for osteological analyses, and specific topics and questions will be addressed as they arise during the course of the analyses.  For this approach, it is essential that there be free and open exchange of ideas, questions, and knowledge among students.   

TEXTS:  The Anatomy and Biology of the Human Skeleton, Gentry Steele and Claud A. Bramblett. 1988 (or an equivalent text), and Standards for Data Collection from Human Skeletal Remains, J. E. Buikstra and D.H. Ubelaker, Eds. 1994.

Student Responsibilities:

1. Each student will be assigned one or more set of skeletal remains for osteological/forensic analysis.

2. Each student will be responsible for a final written report detailing their methods of analysis and findings for the skeletal remains assigned to them.

3. Each student will play the role of expert witness and present and defend their methods and findings to the class.  Final written reports are due at the class following this oral report in order to take advantage of any comments or suggestions arising during the oral presentation.   

4. Each student will compile an annotated bibliography of reference material relating to original sources describing the standard as well as the latest methods of skeletal analysis applicable to forensic anthropology.  At the end of the course, we will combine the results from all student lists into a final bibliography to be shared by members of the class. 

5. Students are expected to treat the skeletal remains with care and respect, and put forth their best effort to adequately and accurately describe the demographic characteristics of the skeletal remains.

GRADING:


Each student’s grade will be based upon the quality, accuracy, and thoroughness of their written and oral presentations, as well as my evaluation of their class participation. 

